Literature Review & Report Guidelines
The primary purpose of this assignment is to help you understand that the Literature Review is an integral part of any research project and how it lays the groundwork for the investigation you will do.
In Module 2, you will complete an annotated bibliography on a topic of your choice in which you will be required to find at least ten sources of various types, write a short summary of the information found in each source, and write an evaluation of the source’s credibility, reliability, currency, possible bias, and usefulness with respect to your topic.
Literature Review Guide
The literature review builds on the annotated bibliography. For the topic you chose for your annotated bibliography in Module 2, complete the following:
· Review your annotated bibliography.
· Define a problem statement that, in your opinion, would be useful and practical for you to investigate, based on the information presented in your annotated bibliography sources (and others if needed).
· Organize your sources by sorting and classifying their findings in a meaningful way, always considering your original topic and problem.
· Write a literature review that would seem to offer the greatest potential for developing a good theoretical framework, using 7 to 10 references. All of these can be from your annotated bibliography, or you can use others in addition to those in your annotated bibliography.
· Develop the theoretical framework incorporating its basic functions as discussed in the text. 
· Generate a set of testable hypotheses based on your research question and the theoretical framework.
Report Guide
Your report must contain the sections outlined in the following guide. APA formatting standards must be followed throughout. The paper does not have to be lengthy; perhaps 750 to 1500 words. The introduction, research question, and hypothesis statement sections should be short and succinct. Most of the word count in your report will be in the literature review and theoretical framework sections.
Please read through all sections before proceeding to the next page, and refer back whenever necessary.
· Report Guide
· Example Outline
Introduction
In this section, give a clear and concise statement of the problem. Briefly indicate why it is a problem, why you selected it, and why it is important to solve the problem. Use references as necessary to support your arguments.
Literature Review
This should be one of the longer sections in your report. It should summarize other work related to the problem you identified. It should identify important variables and document significant findings from earlier research.
Research Question
This should be a brief section with a clear and concise statement of your question. It should be clear to the reader that your question is a logical outgrowth of previous research as summarized in your literature review.
Theoretical Framework
This section applies to deductive research. It should be one of the longer sections in your report.
Hypotheses
This brief section should contain a clear and concise statement of your hypothesis or hypotheses. The hypotheses should be a logical outgrowth of the theoretical framework.
References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your report must contain a reference section that includes all sources in your paper. References must be in APA format.
Please proceed to the Example Outline section. 
Draft Submission and Final Submission
Draft
A draft of this assignment is due in Module 3. Your instructor will provide you with feedback on your work and you will be able to revise it and turn in the final version in Module 5. The purpose of the draft is to give you an opportunity to get feedback from your instructor prior to writing your final version – the draft isn’t expected to be perfect. It will be graded and will account for 5% of your final course grade. A good grade on the draft means that you submitted it on time, your instructor feels that you put good effort into it, and it addresses the required topics.
Final
The final version that is due in Module 5 will be subject to much more stringent grading criteria, accounting for 15% of your final course grade. That means it is possible that you could receive a higher grade on a draft than on the corresponding portion of the final complete proposal.

